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Capfure the moment!

Rivers, mountalns, sky, and rallways
This magnificent scenery created in this smgular moment
is a product of the Tadami Line in Okuaizu.

Fascinated by the way the expression of the land
changes every time they v1s1t, ;

Looking for their own perfect capture

they head to the fantastic, unexplored rai way
% ¥ L

That one shot that makes your heart leap?

ThiS is where it is created?

E’/iﬂ_j‘ ﬁ (ilﬁl‘—/—]—f/f‘/]\
PR ESNDVIRY (ILHET)

Photo location: Kaneyama Fureai Hiroba
Okuaizu View Point (Kaneyama Town)
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Railroad Landscape Painter
Tadashi Matsumoto
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Born in 1973 and raised in Saitama Prefecture. In
university he realized the attraction of local lines, and in
2001 he began his creative activities based in Koriyama
City, Fukushima. He continues to paint heartwarming
landscapes from his home in Saitama, even today.
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The Tadami Line gave birth
to a majority of my works

The echo of the railway car makes you feel as if you are
being rocked in a cradle. The train window is filled with
the image of a snowy landscape and the colors of the
season. Traveling 135.2 km in just over four hours.

For someone who lives in a large metropolis like me,
these rails take me to another world that is unexpectedly
nearby. | paint railway landscapes across the country,
but the majority of my work is born from the Tadami Line.
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Tagokura Area
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Tadami Station Kanozu River Bridge
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Tadami River
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Aizu-Yokota Station
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Aizu-Shiozawa Station

Tadami Town
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Aizu-Gamo Station
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Tr"alrf service betwe.en A!zu-Kawaguchl L J ~
Niigata Station and Tadami Station was suspended % )

due to the torrential rains in Niigata and
Fukushima in 2011, and a substitute shuttle
bus is now in operation (as of March 2021).
Photos of the train in the closed section of

track were taken before the disaster.
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Gamo Hamlet Managawa Bridge
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No. 8 Tadami River Bridge
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Shiozawa Bridge Area
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Kenko Hoshi
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Born in Kaneyama Town, Fukushima Prefecture in 1948.

At the age of 47, he began taking photos (self-taught).
Currently, he spends roughly 300 days of the year
photographing the Tadami Line and other Okuaizu attractions
and continues to share his fascination with the area.
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A treasure to show off to the world

| want as many people as possible to see the wonderful
landscape of Okuaizu, where | was born and raised. This
desire is what inspired me when | started taking photos
25 years ago. Today, there has even been a reaction
from people overseas giving me a renewed sense of

the allure of the Tadami Line that transcends languages
or culture. The Tadami Line is one of Fukushima’s
treasure that we can be proud to show the world.
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Train service between Aizu-Kawaguchi Station and
Tadami Station was suspended due to the torrential
rains in Niigata and Fukushima in 2011, and a substitute
shuttle bus is now in operation (as of March 2021).
Photos of the train in the closed section of track were
taken before the disaster.
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Tadami River
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. 7 Tadami River Bridge
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No. 6 Tadami River Bridge
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No. 4 Tadami River Bridge
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No. 5 Tadami River Bridge
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No. 3 Tadami River Bridge
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Tagokura Area
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Photograph the
Yoinzawa Bridge. The
rough mountain pass
called Rokujuri-goe,
which means "240-km
pass" (The actual
length of the pass is 24
km, but it is a difficult
pass that feels like it is
240 km), is dyed in the
autumn colors.

A majestic figure running through
the rugged mountains!

From the Tagokura free rest stop, you can photograph

the train with the wild Mt. Asakusadake as the backdrop
(National Route 252 is closed from the Kamimiyabuchi
area to the Niigata prefectural border from early December
to mid-April). You can also get an overhead shot of the
train crossing the Yoinzawa bridge from National Route
252 next to the Yoinzawa No. 2 snowshed.
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The snow eroded terrain is
the backdrop for your shot!

If you cross the Miyamichi train
crossing next to Tadami Station, you
can capture a photo of the train with
the station building in the background.
Make sure to get the mountains with
their snow eroded terrain in the
background. Also, from Mt. Yogaisan,
which sits behind the station at an
elevation of 705 meters, you can
capture an overhead view of the
station and surrounding town.

We recommend this for those who

enjoy hiking.
AT ONLINE
M. Yogaisan REET MAP
o @ Tadami Town E E

Taki Shrine 4/
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Tadami Town Tourism Association
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Tadami River
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The view of Tadami Town from mid-way up Mt. Yogaisan.
You can see the train is stopped in front of the platform.
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Photo: Takuya Oyabu
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Kanozu River Bridge
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. Photo:Takuya Oyabu"
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Shoot the north side from the southeast side of the Kanozu River
Bridge. Autumn and winter can both be seen in the scenery.
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Look for your favorite composition!

The 372-meter long Kanozu River Bridge draws a gentle
curve running through a hamlet. You can capture

Mt. Asakusadake from the northeast, or use a wide-angle
lens and shoot from an angle looking up at the bridge
curve from the bridge pier, or aim at Mt. Gamodake from
the southeast. Looking for your favorite angle will bring you
back to this spot again and again.
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To Tadami Station
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Managawa Bridge
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Aim for a powerful composition in a portrait position
at the Managawa train crossing.

A hidden railroad standing out on a sharp peak

The yellow Managawa Bridge stretches across the Gamo
River. The steep Mt. Gamodake, called the “Matterhorn
of Aizu” stands tall next to it creating an irresistible
composition with the powerful mountain and train.

From the Managawa train crossing at the base of the
bridge, you can capture the train head on, the bridge,
and Mt. Gamodake all at once.
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Tadami Town Tourist
Information Center

t (Parking Area)

@ SEAE)1] Gamo River

Train
Crossing

-
wHEmE
Photo Spot and
Camera Directio

Tadami Town
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Gamo Hamlet
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Photo: Takuya Oyabu
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The train against the blue fields of snow
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Shoot the mountains and a glimpse of life

We recommend taking photos from near the train crossing
in the Miyahara area of Gamo hamlet in Tadami Town.
With Mt. Asakusadake and Mt. Onigatsura in the distance,
you can capture them, the Tadami Line, and life in the
hamlet all in one shot. From the side of the tracks, it is
also possible to capture a large view of the running train
with the mountains in the background. In winter,

the shadows stretching over the snowy fields look blue,
further enhancing their beauty.

ONLINE LIBEAER

Aizu-Gamo Station
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Camera Direction, Tadami Town

Photo: Takuya Oyabu
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No. 8 Tadami River Bridge
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The wondrous reflective surface of the water is beautiful

against the snow-capped mountains in winter.

A wealth of focus-worthy subjects to shoot!

No. 8 Tadami River Bridge can be distinguished by its
blue truss on the mountainside. It can be photographed
from the Yoriiwa Bridge on National Route 252 spanning
the Tadami River. There are so many subjects to shoot:
Mt. Gamodake, the train, the bridge, the Tadami River,
choose the best composition to suit the weather that day.
Please keep in mind that you cannot stop your car on the
Yoriiwa Bridge.

ONLINE

RRHT

Tadami Town

RE
Tadami River
EIERER
Aizu-Shiozawa
Station
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No. 8 Tadami River Bridge,
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Yoriiwa Bridge
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Shiozawa Bridge Area
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Beautiful views continuing along
National route 252

In the area surrounding Shiozawa Bridge along National
Route 252, the composition combining Mt. Gamodake

and its hamlet with the Tadami River is interesting. From
the area near the Shiozawa snowshed, you can see the
Shiozawa Bridge to the east, the Nakamaru Bridge
spanning the Koshiozawa River to the west, and the
railway bridge at a higher elevation. Also, at the base of
the Shiozawa Bridge, it is possible to get a shot of the train
crossing the Shiozawa River Bridge from up close.
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No. 7 Tadami River Bridge
¢}

MEFIEPEFLLESIC
HADSEBEIFERIKBOESE
ABDBEYRAL LS. BEIHSED
BRISEOFEFABEL THATEEAT
EEBROBIOILPDEED T
RAEEDCTBE. KEDLDOHS
ERIHRD. 2011 ELENE EERS
SABESED. BIE. THBAICE
FhEDO/.

Capture both Shikisai Bridge
and a hamlet

When shooting from the east side,
the light blue Shikisai Bridge is your
backdrop. When shooting from the
west side, if you have your camera in
hand near the Shikisai Bridge with the
hamlet that spreads on the opposite
side of the No. 7 Tadami River Bridge
in the shot, you can capture a
composition with an even deeper

atmosphere. Prior to 2011, it was an
overpass truss bridge, but it has been
reborn as underpass today.

ONLINE BRI ER)IER Eatllag
MAP Shiozawa River . Shiozawa River Bridge Kaneyama Town ??ﬁ%*ﬁﬁ%
o D I % PR @ commna gt
oy (osiosawaRiver 1RRIE Aizu-Oshio Station
Shiozawa Bridge
& — B R
[E]5%ea Nakamans  ZJ/—Srok N BLRARIIER
" Bridge Shiozawa No. 7 Tadami
=~ oy Snowshad N River Bridge
- . < _ = 5 = 7 = . . s s = N
BIVTEHERA TS, ETHAVEROTHRITLS o s 43, i Sl . TRANS AR B ERRENEVENSLD
Photo Spot and 3, X L X
You'll get a great photo whether you pull back to capture the Camera Direction, Taéfgwn < ,:/ Eﬁﬁf‘fgm The now underpass truss bridge No. 7 Tadami River Bridge

whole scene or use a telephoto lens to focus in on your subject. as seen from Shikisai Bridge

13 14
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\ Painting the Tadami Line
A Tadashi Matsumoto
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Autumn on the Lake

Location: Section between Tadami Station and
Oshirakawa Station (Tadami Town)

Looking at the train cross the lake from aboard

a motorboat on Lake Tagokura. The leaves had
just begun changing color in early October, but

the Tadami Line and lake are gradually covered
in a beautiful brocade of color.
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Spring, Connections
Location: Tadami Station (Tadami Town)

The “Enmusubi” train, which means marriage
or matchmaking, stops at Tadami Station when
the cherry blossoms at Taki Shrine are in full
bloom. Currently, a different train car is bringing
new colors to the station.
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Miraculous Lake Reflection

L ion: Section Aizu-K

Station and Honna Station (Kaneyama Town)

Praying for reconstruction of the
uninterrupted line, this is No. 5 Bridge
painted from a photo | took prior to the
flood damage. Even now, | look forward
to the day the rumble of the train can
be heard traveling across this bridge.
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The Road Home in Winter

Location: Aizu-Kawaguchi (Kaneyama Town)

High school students head home after school in
the directions of Koide or Aizu-Wakamatsu.

It won't be long before the trains heading to
these stations are running once again.
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Photo: Takuya Oyabu
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No. 6 Tadami River Bridge
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Shoot the Kasagizawa Bridge against the nostalgic scenery of
the hamlet and mountains
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A wild dam as backdrop!

From the northeast side of the Honna dam, you can take a
shot of the train at an upward angle as it crosses the No. 6
Tadami River Bridge with the dam in the background. It is
a composition full of romance with the contrast of the
magnificent manmade structure and natural scenery.

We also recommend shooting the Kasagizawa Bridge near
No. 6 Tadami River Bridge from the parking area of
Mikagurakan, the multi-purpose athletic facility in

Kaneyama Town.

ONLINE SILET BERRIER

MAP Kaneyama Town Kasagizawa Bridge,

IR RE

Mikagurakan

ZR4ER °
g Honna Station N TEES
Parking Area
»
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Photo Spot and No. 6 Tadami River Bridge @\) \g.\
Camera Direction OIS
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Photo: Kenko Hoshi
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No. 5 Tadami River Bridge
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Aim for that one powerful shot from the observation deck
on the north side of the bridge

Camera Direction,

The panoramic view reflected on
the water surface is breathtaking!

You can capture a side view of the No. 5 Tadami River
Bridge, where the magnificent contest of the mountains
and Tadami River can be enjoyed, from a 90 degree angle
on National Route 252. When the conditions are right,

a panoramic view appears on the water surface. At the foot
of the No. 5 Tadami River Bridge on the north side, there

is an observation deck that looks over the bridge from

a close distance allowing you to take powerful photos with
a wide angle lens.

ONLINE
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& Aizu-Kawaguchi

Station

REH
Observation Deck
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No. 5 Tadami River Bridge
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Aizu-Kawaguchi Station
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The station, train, and townscape create a diorama-like

atmosphere.
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The Tadami Line as a part of life

Of course you can shoot the train from the platform of
Aizu-Kawaguchi Station, but crossing Uwaigusa Bridge
and looking at the station from the opposite side of the
Tadami River, you will get a composition with the
townscape spreading in the background and an even
stronger sense of the local line. In spring, the river bank is
lined with flowers and on days with little wind, you can
capture the reflection that appears in the water.

ONLINE
MAP

¥ LHERE
Uwaigusa Bridge

KRR
Tadami River
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@ Aizu-Kawaguchi Station
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@ Kaneyama Town

Oshi Hamlet
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10 minutes by car from Aizu-Kawaguchi Station.
The view from Shirifuki pass

Even beginners will get a breathtaking shot
of the scenery!

We recommend the Kaneyama Fureai Hiroba Okuaizu
View Point located a 10-minute walk from Aizu-Kawaguchi
Station, as a photo taking location where even beginners
can capture stunning views. You can get the Tadami Line,
Tadami River, rugged mountains, and riverside Oshi
hamlet all in one shot. The overhead view of Oshi hamlet
from Shirifuki pass is popular among advanced

photographers.
ONLINE KEERE
Oshi Hamlet | HaXPE
. ShbUES
=72)IIO8R Kaneyama
Aizu-Kawaguchi Fureai Hiroba

Rl
4 Shirifuki
Pass

-
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Photo Spot and PRPEAF—15
Camera Direction, £1LAT Fairy Land Kaneyama
Kaneyama Town Ski Resort
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Shoot the train from

the front as it passes
through the arch of

the No. 4 Bridge

Photo: Kenko Hoshi

Camera Direction,

Amazing side shot! Powerful front shot!

From Mizunuma Bridge, you can get a great shot of the
side view of truss-type No. 4 Tadami River Bridge. Enjoy
the greenery, changing leaves, and snowy scenery of the
surrounding mountains throughout the four seasons. You
can park at Mizunuma Park to the southwest of Mizunuma
Bridge along National Route 252. From the approach to
No. 4 Tadami River Bridge, you can get a great shot of the

train crossing the bridge from the front.
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You can also shoot from aboard the ferry that crosses
the Tadami River, Mugenkyo-no-Watashi

Look up for this dynamic view!

Shooting the concrete Hosogoe Arch Bridge (also known
as “Megane-bashi” literally meaning “glasses bridge”) and
its eight arches at an upward angle with a wide angle lens
from National Route 252 which runs right below it, will give
you an incredibly powerful shot! Heading west from the
bridge, you can park in the open space on the other side of
the first snowshed. From near the snowshed, you can aim
for a wide shot with a telephoto lens too.
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